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The Art of Successful Networking

Q:  I'm a hard working small business person and I want to network more to expand my business, however, I am not sure what is acceptable at network events.  Are there specific rules for attending events?

A:  Networking is a great way to promote your business and to meet potential clients.  There is definitely an art to networking and those that do it well are the most successful.  Successful networkers strive to project a positive and confident image.  If you appear to be comfortable and confident, the people you meet will feel comfortable with and confident in you.  Here are five presence points that will impact your ability to convey a positive and confident image when you attend a meeting. 

1. Eye contact – Sincere eye contact tells the other person you are listening and focuses your attention on the individual, making them feel important and portraying you as trustworthy individual with whom they will want to do business.

2. The entrance you make – Enter a room with confidence. Stand tall, with shoulders back and look like you belong. Don’t rush to the safety of the food table or bar.  Be prepared – know your agenda, who you want to meet and why. 

3. The way you shake hands – A confident handshake is key to successful networking.  Always shake hands when you meet someone, look them in the eye and introduce yourself.  Avoid squeezing too hard or limp hands.  Your handshake reveals far more than you realize about your personality and you want the perception to be positive!

4. The way you introduce yourself and others – It is your duty to introduce yourself.  Take the initiative, walk up to someone, extend your hand, say a greeting and your name.  Introduce others by saying their full name and offering a piece of information about each person whom you introduce.  Take the initiative to introduce yourself and others and you will be perceived as confident and knowledgeable.

Vision Accomplished – Protocol and Etiquette offers public seminars and customized programs in etiquette, business and international protocol for adults and children.  For more information, please call 610-807-9090 or visit our website a www.vaprotocolandetiquette.com.

Contact:  Anne Baum, Certified Protocol and Etiquette Consultant, Vision Accomplished, LLC, 610-807-9090, abaum@vision-accomplished.com.
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