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Rendell Administration Announces Pennsylvania’s

Best 50 Women In Business

HARRISBURG: On behalf of Governor Edward G. Rendell, Secretary of Community and Economic Development Dennis Yablonsky along with five Pennsylvania business journals announced the winners of the ninth annual Best 50 Women in Business Awards.  The awards recognize the impact women business owners and business leaders are making in creating jobs and building communities in Pennsylvania.  The Rendell Administration will honor this year’s 50 winners with an awards ceremony on Monday, May 24, at the Whitaker Center in Harrisburg.


“Women are making dynamic contributions to our vision for a new PA,” Secretary Yablonsky said. “With more than 210,000 majority-owned, privately held, women-owned firms in the Commonwealth, their professional excellence and community involvement is having a direct impact on our economic future.  The Governor and I are proud to honor these women and their accomplishments.” 


According to the most recent figures from the Center for Women’s Business Research, 218,000 female-owned firms in Pennsylvania employ more than 289,000 people and generate nearly $41.1 billion in sales.  


An independent panel of judges selected the top 50 candidates based on dedication to business growth, professional and personal accomplishments, community involvement, and advocacy for women in business.

To qualify, a nominee had to meet the following criteria:

A female resident of Pennsylvania, or be employed in the state.

An owner, partner, president, chief executive officer, board chair, in a senior executive management level position, or a woman with significant authority in  decision-making in a business or company.

 “We are truly fortunate to have the opportunity to recognize this outstanding group of women,” said David A. Shankweiler, President and CEO of the Central Penn Business Journal.  “As business and community leaders, they are constantly redefining success within and outside the business arena.  On behalf of the business journals of Pennsylvania, we would like to thank and congratulate these fifty outstanding women for their dedication to Pennsylvania’s future.”


Winners will be highlighted in special supplements in the Central Penn Business Journal; Eastern Pennsylvania Business Journal, Northeast Pennsylvania Business Journal, Pittsburgh Business Times, and Pennsylvania Business Central.  

Editor’s Note: 
A list of the 2004 Best 50 Women in Business follows.
2004 Best 50 Women in Business 

Anne Marie Logue, Certified Public Accountant
Logue & Associates, Certified Public Accountant
200 East Middle Street, Gettysburg, PA 17325
(717) 334-7284
Adams
Connie Conboy, Vice President
Bayer Corporation
100 Bayer Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15205-9741
(412) 777-2880
Allegheny

Debra Fox, Owner, President/CEO
Fox Learning Systems, Inc.
401 Washington Avenue, Bridgeville, PA 15017
(412) 257-4989
Allegheny
Mary Francis Gargotta, Executive Vice President
MARC USA, Inc.
Commerce Court

225 West Station Square Drive, Suite 500, Pittsburgh, PA 15219-1122
(412) 562-2001
Allegheny
Melanie B. Gefert, Senior Executive Vice President
ATM Corporation of America
345 Rouser Road, Coraopolis, PA 15108
(412) 299-6200
Allegheny
Michele R. McGough, Founder/CEO
solutions4networks
2044 Karen Drive, Pittsburgh, PA 15237
(412) 635-8010
Allegheny

Georgiana N. Riley, CEO, President, Owner
TIGG Corporation
800 Old Pond Road, Suite 706, Bridgeville, PA 15017
(412) 257-9580
Allegheny

Susan Tusick, Founder and Principal
Tusick & Associates Architectures
21 Windsor Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15215
(412) 781-8896
Allegheny
Melissa R. Jacobs, Co-owner / Operator
Jacob's Family LLC
6048 Lincoln Hwy, Bedford, PA 15522
(814) 623-2250
Bedford
Sharon LeCrone Payne, President and Founder
Founders Crossing, Inc.
300 Barclay Drive, Bedford, PA 15522
(814) 623-6767
Bedford
Pamela S. Gockley, President and CEO
Pennsylvania.Jobs.Com
P O Box 4544, Reading, PA 19606
(610) 779-0157
Berks
Carolyn Helms, Owner/President
Bell Tower Salon, Medi-Spa & Store
18 State Hill Road, Wyomissing, PA 19610
(610) 372-1289
Berks
Rosemarie LaManna, CPC      President & Owner
Advance Persnonnel Services/Advanced Medical Staff
2851 Centre Avenue, Reading, PA 19612
(610) 921-9383
Berks
Lois A. Bradley, President and CEO
The Bradley Partnerships
427 Worthington Drive, Mars, PA 16046
(724) 776-9890
Butler
Karen D. Broach, VP & General Manager
Charter Communications
432 Dickinson Street, Johnstown, PA 15905
(814) 255-3597
Cambria
Esther M. McGinnis, Vice President
Gannett Fleming, Inc.
Valley Forge Corporate Center, P O Box 80794, Valley Forge, PA 19484-0794
(610) 650-8101
Chester
Donna Davidson, Technical Delivery Manager
EDS
225 Grandview Avenue, C-10, Camp Hill, PA 17011
(717) 763-6045
Cumberland
Deborah J. Kelly, Co-Founder
Greenawalt & Company, P.C.
400 West Main Street, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055
(717) 766-4763
Cumberland
Janie Robins, President and Co-owner
Movie Merchants, Inc.
48 Central Blvd., Camp Hill, PA 17011
(717) 730-8570
Cumberland
Vicki Turjan, Chief Financial Officer
Perfect Order, Inc.
1300 Bent Creek Boulevard, Mechanicsburg, PA 17050
(717) 796-1936
Cumberland
Jennifer C. Zampogna, President/Owner
Advanced Dermatology & Skin Surgery
950 Woodland Street, Mechanicsburg, PA 17055
(717) 766-0500
Cumberland
Cynthia L. Adams, President and Owner
Cookies by Design
3300 Hartzdale Drive, Suite 105, Camp Hill, PA 17011
(717) 763-8883
Dauphin
Jena' Y. East, Chief Executive Officer
The GloRuss Group, LLC
4242-A Catalina Lane, Harrisburg, PA 17109
(717) 230-4505
Dauphin

Peggy Grove, Owner
Rosewein Realty
1705 North Front Street, Harrisburg, PA 17102
(717) 236-5971
Dauphin
Paige Macdonald-Matthes, Esquire
Saul Ewing LLP
2 North Second Street, Penn National Insurance Tower, 7th Floor, Harrisburg, PA 17101
(717) 238-7675
Dauphin
Christine Sears, Senior VP
Penn National Insurance
Two North Second Street, Harrisburg, PA 17105
(717) 255-6895
Dauphin
Fritz Lecker, President
PJL Trucking, Inc.
175 Maurus Street, St. Marys, PA 15857
(814) 781-3065
Elk
Susan Busse, President
Signature Mortgage Company, Inc.
Bayview Office Park, 410 Cranberry Street, Suite 330, Erie, PA 16507
(814) 451-0982
Erie
Kathleen Birmingham, Clinical Director/Owner
Lancster Freedom Center, Inc.
436 North Lime Street, Lancaster, PA 17602
(717) 397-9118
Lancaster
Julianne Dickson, Independent Contractor -Owner
State Farm Insurance
14 Market Square, Manheim, PA 17545
(717) 664-2500
Lancaster
Josephine C. Ames, President/Owner
Ames Services Ltd
240 Hinkle Road, Annville, PA 17003
(717) 838-8387
Lebanon
Kathleen K. Snavely, Owner and Partner
Lightkeeper Consulting and OSL Direct
110 Temple Avenue, P O Box 622, Mt. Gretna, PA 17064
(717) 964-1866
Lebanon
Ruth Corcoran, President/Owner
Corcoran Communications
410 Crescent Road, Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702
(570) 472-0365
Luzerne
Lillie B. Biagas, President and CEO/Owner
Fairway Automotive Group
1750 The Fairway, P O Box 48, Jenkintown, PA 19046
(215) 884-4200
Montgomery
Patricia Monteforte, President/CEO, Founder & Owner
Pharmaceutical Resource Corporation
358 South Warminster Road, Hatboro, PA 19040
(215) 293-4900
Montgomery
Anne Baum, President
Vision Accomplished, LLC
Post Office Box 1084, Bethlehem, PA 18016
(610) 807-9090
Northampton
Judith A. Hunsicker, Sr. Executive VP, Chief Operating Officer
Embassy Bank for the Lehigh Valley
100 Gateway Drive, Bethlehem, PA 18017
(610) 882-8802
Northampton
Denise L. Welsh, Owner
GDK Development, Inc., Hospitality Systems, Inc.
43-45 N. 4th Street, Shamokin, PA 17872
(570) 648-8634
Northumberland
Sharon G. Coghlan, Chief Counsel, Commercial Banking Group
The PNC Financial Services Group, Inc.
1600 Market Street, 28th Floor
Philadelphia, PA 19103
(215) 585-5618
Philadelphia

Sherry A. Pailet, Senior Vice President/Regional Managing Director
Wachovia Bank
123 South Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA 19107
(215) 670-4072
Philadelphia
Dorothy Jane Staples, Chief Executive Officer
Naython's Display Fixtures Mart, Inc.
919 Wallace Street, Philadelphia, PA 19123
(215) 235-8881
Philadelphia
Betty Tuppeny, CEO/Founder
Domus, Inc.
123 Avenue of the Arts, Suite1980, Philadelphia, PA 19109
(215) 772-2801
Philadelphia
Debra L. Rhone, Vice President
National City Bank of Pennsylvania
South West Beau Street Office, 200 West Beau Street, Washington, PA 15301
(724) 223-6403
Washington
Elaine Cribbs Rizza, President and Attorney
The Rizza Group Professional Corporation
311 Allisaon Avenue, Washington, PA 15301
(724) 222-2521
Washington
Christine French Clark, Editor, Senior Vice President
Highlights for Children, Inc.
803 Church Street, Honesdale, PA 18431
(570) 253-1080
Wayne
Angela Rose-O'Brien, Publisher/Owner
Inspiring Times Family Publications
23 Carriage Road, Greensburg, PA 15601
(724) 836-6444
Westmoreland
Kim Andrzejczyk, Owner
Inside Out Consulting
One Marketway West, Suite 12A
York, PA 17401
(717) 848-9339
York
Elizabeth F. Carson, Senior Vice President
M & T Bank
13 Baltimore Street, Hanover, PA 17331
(717) 630-4545
York
Marian D. Damewood, Director of Women & Children Svcs
WellSpan Health/York Hospital
1001 South George Street, York, PA 17405
(717) 851-2349
York
Christine C. Neri, Vice President
M & T Bank
13 Baltimore Street, Hanover, PA 17331
(717) 630-4818
York
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